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Stenography as a Career 


HERE has been a great deal of cor- 

respondence in our columns of late 
as to the compensation of stenographers, 
the opportunities offered in stenography 
for a satisfactory career and the encour- 
agement to a young man or young wo- 
man to devote to the acquisition of short- 
hand and typewriting the time required 
On 
these points we have views of our own. 


to gain at least average proficiency. 


What passes for average proficiency is 
not worth acquiring. It means the abil- 
itv to take down dictation in an extreme- 
ly limited vocabulary and relating to sub- 
jects with which the stenographer has 
gained familiarity from daily and hourly 
repetition. It also means a speed in fill- 
ing a page with the signs of shorthand 
which permits the amanuensis to appear 
to keep up with the average word rate 
of measurably fluent dictation. That is 
When it comes 
taken it is 


about all there is of it. 
to reading the notes thus 
equivalent to a redictation; if transcrip- 
tion is attempted without such a check- 
ing of the stenographer’s original con- 
cept of what was dictated the results are 
often the business 
man to tear his hair and look about him 
If, for example, he 


such as to prompt 
for a lethal weapon. 
says in concluding a letter to a corre- 
spondent he desires to impress “Accept 
my assurances of distinguished consider- 
ation” and finds awaiting his signature 
“Expect my shoelaces in disastrous con- 
flagration”; or if, in the hope of stimu- 
lating a tardy remittance he writes: 
“Your check by return mail in settle- 
ment of our account will be deemed a 


the letter 


“Your cheek in rain 


valued favor” and finds in 
ready for mailing: 
or hale zgtvplxky on our account has a 


diffi- 


culty in resisting the conclusion that to 


doomed railroad flaver” he finds 


with a bad 
pen and muddy ink, would be a hun- 


write his own letters, even 
dred times easier and several thousand 
It is this sort 
of service which the average applicant 


times more satisfactory. 


for employment as a stenographer offers 
and for which the average compensation 
to beginners is deemed unsatisfactory. 
The trouble with a great majority of 
those who seek to make stenography a 
profession is that they lack the elemen- 
tary education without which success in 
The amanu- 
ensis attempting to take dictation who 


this business. is impossible. 


does not know what the dictator can by 
any chance mean, who lacks the intelli- 
gence to fit thought and words together 
and is unable to comprehend that what- 
ever he said it was probably not a jum- 
ble of nonsense, should be relegated to 
the primary department of the nearest 
public in making 
stenographic characters is of very little 
value if there is not at least a good rudi- 


school. Proficiency 


mentary English education and a modi- 
cum of practical common sense behind it. 
With these a very moderate stenographic 
skill will enable one to get along very 
well, since abbreviated longhand, mem- 
ory, and judgment will fill in the blanks 
and at least make of the results some- 
thing consecutive, parsable, and approx- 
imately correct as to spelling. Speaking 
of spelling we are aware that we venture 
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upon thin ice. The typewriter spelling 
of the average stenographer is—well, let 
us say, original. 

For a person without qualifications, 
who is capable of putting his notes into 
utter and inexcusable translated non- 
sense, who cannot upon occasion smooth 
a roughness or improve an awkward 
phrase of inexpert dictation and make a 
letter or a manuscript reflect what might 
possibly have been the purpose of the 
author, stenography offers no better ca- 
reer than most of those with the limita- 
tions described find in it. Inferior sery- 
ice is necessarily cheap, for it is prac- 
tically without value. The most that a 
person with these limitations can expect 
is to become a hack amanuensis, copying 
stock letters and doing the lowest class 
of clerical work. At the same time there 
is always a scarcity of competent sten- 
ographers with the intelligence to relieve 
an employer of routine correspondence, 
who can write a correct and even elegant 
letter on a hint as to the nature of its 
contents, and who can be trusted both as 
to intelligence and discretion. Such a 
person needs to know a great deal more 
than the arbitrary symbols of stenog- 
raphy, and when one of this sort gets a 
start in business life he or she rarely has 
occasion to complain that good service is 
not appreciated. Usually an employer 
could not be induced to part with such 
an assistant, and if he could the places 
open to the assistant would involve an 


New York 





embarrassment of choice. 


Times. 





A Good School 
“A business school by a business man,” 
is the motto of the Westbrook Commer- 
cia! Academy, Olean, New York, which 
is owned by the former mayor of that 
city, Mr. E. D. Westbrook. Mr. West- 


brook has built up a very lucrative prop- 


erty on a strictly business basis. Every 
part of the school bears the stamp of a 
progressive business organization. He 
is not only a public-spirited and broad- 
minded citizen, but an enthusiastic sup- 


porter of the “‘l’orward Movement.” 





WESTBROOK 


The keynote to Mr. Westbrook’s suc- 
cess in commercial school work has been 
the fact that everywhere he emphasizes 
His 
broad experience as a business man has 
taught that 
such good results as personal influence. 


the personal factor in teaching. 


him nothing will produce 
Ile makes himself felt at every point in 
the institution and its organization. 

The Westbrook Commercial Academy 


established in Mansfield, Pa., and 


was 
from there was removed to Olean about 
four years later. The school now has 
five well lighted and well equipped 
rooms, 


Mr. Westbrook has brought the stand- 
ard of instruction up to such a grade that 
he has been successful in having his 
academy registered with the Board of 
Regents, of the State of New York, and 
his graduated pupils have the advantage 
of securing diplomas awarded by the 


State University Department. 
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Manufacturing Letters 


(The key to this plate will be given next month) 


OO gin bo a afd iy, OF" ws Z he ae a 
1 im, Fe ee 9 Oe e fF = 

s~ <— ¢, ae ow AL a : - wr i =e 
- ail 2 as are a 2 wes | he ow SF ca OF ce 
Y "4 » 2 é ” @Pexe ~ +E Ca — nt 


art + 
gx eo tied z im « dell » eo ms 
CF ar @ ay <P 4 Cee -O- ~.-@ 
ro . - ¢ a 
a So —_ a ~ “1 r 20- ott s- 
is ip 6 ¢ °F we 6 ME ee Me 
i oe + , 
c +72» -F 2 Cay FF ~e"-+ ws. 
a P ar Z yp A. ae ae =a 25 <7 OE wg 
ill citi 22 A> 2 - ~ Ge. & 2 Cs fe» zr 
. F ei 


ae = GC 2e> ——-- 27° ” > AI wa" 
e 3 _ “ - / 
C —— ID ~~ i J Cer e Vy ee < Se 


IE 7@ 6OF a ae ae AoC - 
x 


Ce Cy Ree Fy 36 C35 Zr Wy 
A“ 7 Ay Sf” ~F . ae *e 


ot a r 
a SS 








328 THE GREGG 


WRITER 





FOR JUNE 





Artistic Shorthand Competition 


N the February number of the Gregg 
Writer we offered a series of prizes 
for the best shorthand plates of a set of 
exercises on the Vocabulary, submitted 
by Mrs. J. P. Humboldt 
Humboldt, lowa. The prizes 


Peterson, 


College, 


were as follows: First, a subscrip- 
tion to the Gregg Writer for ninety- 
nine years, a fountain pen, and a 


sub- 


shorthand dictionary; second, a 
scription to the Gregg 
Writer for five years, 
a fountain pen and a 
Practical 
Pointers for Short- 
hand Students; third, 
a fountain pen, a copy 
of Letters of a Self- 
Merchant to 


copy of 


made 
His Son, and a Gregg 
pin or button; fourth, 
one dozen shorthand 
pencils in a box, and 
a Gregg pin or but- 
ton. 

About one hundred 
and = fifty 
were submitted, coming from all parts 
of the world. In fact, the interest 
aroused in this competition has been so 
great, and the number of excellent speci- 
mens submitted so large that we have 
decided to offer another such competi- 


tion—but this time for a single plate 


° J. B. 
specimens 





in the near future. 

The first prize in this competition has 
been awarded to Mr. John B. Probst, 
principal of the shorthand department of 
the St. Thomas College, St. Paul, Minn. 
The second prize was awarded to Mr. 
Charles W. Kitt, principal of shorthand 
in the Heald-Dixon College, Oakland, 
Calif. 
Mr. E. 


The third prize was awarded to 
H. Hobbs, Philadelphia, 


Pa.: 





PROBST. 


and the fourth prize was awarded to Mr. 
J. A. Williams, Fort Omaha, Neb. 

We take pleasure in reproducing here- 
with the photographs of the winners of 
the first and second prizes and one of the 
In the July number we 
will reproduce the and 
plates of the third and fourth prize win- 
A word or two about the win- 


plates of each. 
photographs 


ners. 

ners of these prizes will probably not be 

amiss at this point. 
Mr. Probst was for- 


merly an expert writ- 
er of Graham Short- 
hand, but for some 
time past has been 


prominently identified 


with the Forward 
Movement. Mr. Kitt 
was for five years a 


teacher of Munson 
Shorthand in the Met- 
ropolitan Business 
College, Chicago, and 
time was 

chairman of the 

ecutive Committee of 

Shorthand 
After leaving the Met- 
Business College, Mr. Kitt 


at one 





[x- 


Teachers’ 


National 
Association. 


the 


ropolitan 
joined the faculty of the Gregg School 
was princi- 


and for several 


pal of the Elementary Shorthand Depart- 


years 


ment. 
one of the prominent principals of the 
great Heald chain of schools on the Pa- 
Mr. Hobbs is a public sten- 


He has for some time past been 


cific Coast. 
ographer and reporter in Philadelphia, 
Pa., and is one of the most enthusiastic 
shorthand writers we know of. Mr. 
Williams is a stenographer in the employ 
of the Signal Corps of the War De- 
partment of the United States govern- 
ment and is now attached to the Experi- 
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He 


is an unusually competent and capable 


nental Station at Fort Omaha, Neb. 


writer of shorthand and an enthusiastic 
friend of the Forward Movement. 

This test was, indeed, a severe one. 
In fact, we are surprised at the large 
number of plates submitted, and the ex- 
cellent quality of so many of them. 
Space will not permit us to publish the 
names of all those who sent in excellent 


specimens, but we are glad to mention 


the following as having sent in very 
creditable plates : 

May Hays, Kansas City, Kans. 

B. C. Williams, Cedartown, Ga. 
Margaret Arnold, Chicago. 

Chas. E. Beck, Cleveland, Ohio 
Agnes Rattigan. Providence, R. I 

J. W. Carty, Tampa, Fla. 

H. J. Holm, Chicago, 

Grace L. McCarty, Jacksonville, Il 

Oo. J. Towley, St. Paul, Minn. 

Hleanor A. Thompson, Plainfield, N. J 
Howard Parrish, Valdosta, Ga. 

P. H. Hammond, Winnipeg, Man, 

A. E. Hughes, Johnstown, Pa 

Emily Moss, Wyoming, Pa. 

Winifred Allington, Minneapolis, Minn 
Thurlow T. Taft, Humboldt, Iowa. 
Edna Hindle, New Orleans, La. 
Elizabeth M. Fisher, Mansfield, Ohio 
Cc. R. Craig, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Lettie Chellew, Peoria, II. 

—. L. Williams, Bisbee, Ariz 

Minnie A. Muegge. Bayonne, N. J 
Olive Wetsell, Irvington, N. J 
Richard S. Rose, Rockford, Ill 

Cc. E. Kitt, Oakland, Cal 

Florence Winter, Gladstone, Ill 

Cc. Smith, Leon, Iowa, 

Ezra Oberg, Minneapolis, Minn 

Cc. R. Shaw, Piqua, Ohio. 

Ida M. Mvers, Peoria, Il. 

Miss Ara B. Perryman, Colorado Springs, Colo, 
Maude B. Davis, St. Paul, Minn. 


Minnie Otto, Jersey City, N. J 
Beatrice Coxon, Utica, N. Y. 
Cc. Clay Windsor, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Louise A. Schwede, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Reuben C. Angelbeck, Merrill, Wis. 
Augie Lynch, Houston, Mo. 
Chester W. Seeley, N. Clarendon, Pa 
Teresa Balkenhol, Mankato, Minn 
Evelyn C. Ober, Lowell, Mass 

Sicler, Harrisville, W. Va. 


Lelia R. 
J 


A. Williams, Ft. Omaha, Nebr. 


Florence M. Craig, Ronleau, Sask. 
Maud Roland, De Witt, Iowa. 

Jennie Courter, Topeka, Kans. 

\gnes Sweeney, Providence, R. I. 

Anna Stich, Hamilton, Ohio. 

H. C. Atherton, Villa Ridge, III. 

Chas. H. McMannis, Racine, Wis. 
Lisetta Firman, Port Huron, Mich 
Norman S. Cumming, Hamilton, Canada 
E. T. Beebe, Manchester, N. 


Brooklyn, x. 
Bristol, R. 1. 
Paula, Cal 


Sophia E. Brunjes. 
Annie M. Pearse, 
Maude Hiett. Santa 
Grace H. Mahood, Lynchburg, Va. 
Cora M. Pryor, St. Paul, Minn. 

J. A. Bowers, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Lena B. Baker, Providence, R. 


Annette M. Page, Birmingham, Ala 
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fertha Biscoe, St. Paul Park, Minn 
H. L. Johns, Sioux City, Iowa 
Florence Kellogg, Cedar Rapids, lows 
R. FE. Wiatt, Santa Barbara, Cal 


Ranald C., 
Anna M. 


Martin, 
Kidwell, 


Ottawa, Ont, 
Los Angeles, (:! 


May Vonesh, Chicago 
Annie E. Wade, Brockton, Mas 
Fihel Healy, Ingersoll, Ont. 


Arthur L. Thompson, Barker, N Y 


Catherine Huber, Bayonne, N. J 
Mrs. L. Olson, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Olga Heinrich, Wausau, Wis 


Thompson, Parker, N. Y¥ 
Derry B. Perine, Buckhannon, W. Va 
Elizabeth R. Scholl, Reading, Pua. 

Mrs. Gambol Birkholz, Morrison, Va. 


Mrs. Arthur L. 


Rubie Doure, Cleburne, Texas. 
Nellie Merriott, Estherville, Iowa 
D W. joe, Seattle, Wash 


Elizabeth, N. J. 


Cole, d 
Sedalia, Mo. 


Guild, 


Marjorie 
Harrict P. 


J. S. Clay, Austin, Texas. 

Minnie Hagedorn, Glasgow, Mo 
Anna Donahue, Youngsville, Pa 
John D. Park, Kansas City, Mo 
Essie Devlin, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Bessie E. Parnett, Blackstone, Mass 


Edward H. 

J. M. Wood, 
Ww. W. I 
Hattie S 


Lerchen, Rock Island, Ill 
University, N. D. 
Waynesburg, Pa 
Warrensburg, Mo 


leadlee, 
Jacoby, 





Cc W. 


KITT 
Frances Sands, Washington, D. C 
Clara Vollmar, Heideiperg, Ont 
Grace Merkel, Marion, I 
Minna I. Carr, S. St. Paul, Minn 
H. C, Lessman, Warrenton, Mo 


Appleton, Wis. 
Philadelphia, Pa 
Spencer, lowa 


Delora Kirkdorfer, 
Anna F. Starkey, 
Dottie Cummings, 
Julia A. Farley, Wheeling, W. Va 

Bertha Briney, Colorado Springs, Colo 
Conrad H. Hamel, Chicago. 

Bessie M. Harris, St. Cloud, Minr 
Anthony De Young, South Holland, I! 

A. A. Osborne, Newark. N. J. 

Lelia Smith, Springboro, Pa. 

A. L. Shattuck, Mohall, N. D. 

(Miss) Eurie D. Dodd, Shelbyville, Mo 

H. Branch, Rock Castle P. O., Va 


Mrs. A. G. Berry, Rochester, N. H 
Mabel Angus, Litt!e Falls, N. Y¥ 
I. J. Levis, New York City 
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One of the First Prize Plates 
By Mr. John B. Probst. 


(For key see Gregg Writer for February, Page 196) 
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One of the Second: Prize Plates 
By Mr. C. W. Kitt. 


| For key see Gregg Writer for February, Page 196) 
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m.) 


(Mr. 10 a. 
Mr. Deen—-If I am not in leave 


Deen’s office, 
word 
with my stenographer. She is a jewel 
and takes care of everything when I am 
out. | 
o'clock. 


rison 26, 


must have your answer by 3 


The telephone number is Har- 
Mr. Ross—I am just as anxious as you 
to close this deal, and will telephone you 


before I leave town. 


(Mr. Deen’s office, 2:15 p. m.) 

Stenographer—Give me Central 246. 
Is this Harry? This is Eva. Are you 
busy ? 

“Well, then, we'll have a little talk. 
Mr. Deen is out, and I haven't a thing 
to do. 

“Would you really like to be here? 

“Well, if you want to see me so much 


come over this evening. 
you had better make it 


vou had _ better 
Oh, let me see, 
to-morrow evening. 

“Why, Mr. 
me to the theater to-night if he did not 


Jones said he would take 


go out of town. 
IT would 


Well, 


“Better go with you? 


like to, but I suppose I ought to wait 
until I hear from him. 

“Of course I would rather go with 
you, but you understand how it is. 

““\ box and go to see Hackett! Now, 
Harry, don’t tempt me. You know I 


would rather go any place with you, but 


I didn’t know you wanted to see me. 
“Ves, 


men are such jolliers.” 


you say so often enough, but 





show 


“Now that isn't fair. Just to 
you I don't jolly I will go with you to- 
night whether Jones leaves town or not.” 
Must 


will 


“Oh, I will not disappoint you. 
Well, | 


call Edith up and tell her we are going 


you stop talking? guess | 


to the theater. Good-by.” 
(Great Northern Hotel, 


Mr. Ross—Harrison 26, please. 


2:15 p. m.) 


Central—Busy-sy-sy-sy-sy-sy— 

Mr. Ross—I want Harrison 26. 

Central—Busy-sy-sy-sy-sy-sy— 

Mr. Ross—Central, can’t you get Har- 
rison 26? This is important. 

Central—Busy-sy-sy-sy-sy-sy— 

Mr. -Central, 
train and must get Harrison 26. 


Ross- [I want to catch a 
C. atral—Dusy-sy-sy-sy-sy-sy— 

Mr. Ross—D—n 
they can’t be busy all the time. 


(A moment’s pause). 

Central, 

Give me Harrison 26! 
Central—Busy-sy-sy-sy-sy-sy— 
Mr. the 


office. 


Ross—Give me manager's 
I'll report this. 

Central—Central manager's office. 

Mr. Ross—Will you please get Har- 
rison 26 for me? That girl gives me 
the busy signal all the time. 

Central—The line is busy, sir. 

As Mr. Ross called a couple of mes- 
sengers, one to order a cab and the other 
with a message to Mr. Deen, his thoughts 
about the telephone system of Chicago 
bear print. 


Record Herald. 


would hardly 
: Chicago 


Hard 
“Pa, is it true that all men are made 
of dust?” 
“T’ve had reason to think lately,” re- 
plied the man who had been trying to 
get his “that a good 


many of them are made of cement.” 


notes extended, 


























Sor the Learner 


By Pearl A. Power, 779 E. 49th St., Chicago, to whom all communications for this department should be addressed 








Our Correspondents 


t enclose notes taken at a recent state exami- 

tion, at 100 and 150 words a minute respect- 
ively. i have just ‘received my rating, which in- 
dicates that I have passed the 150-word test with 

percentage of 93.74. I took a course in the Mil- 

r School, New York City, over a year ago, and 
ave never regretted my choice of system. I 
trust you will give me the benefit of your criti- 
cism, and suggestions for increasing my speed. 

Yours very truly, 
MAX ROVINSKY, 

106th St., N. Y. 


Your notes, although sent without key, 


58 E. 


are perfectly legible to us. You write a 
distinct style, well-proportioned and sym- 
The 


C specially Lor xl. 


metrical. horizontal curves are 
The oblique curves, 
however, require especial practice. In 
the word “about” the LB is so near a 
straight line that we mistook the word 
for “today,” allowance being made for 
slight variation on account of speed. In 
words like “advance,” “invention,” “gen- 
eral,” “simple,” there is little distinction 
in your forms for the straight and the 
curved lines. This is apt to become a 


serious defect, but it may be remedied 
with particular practice on such words, 
or on the separate consonants. The 
only other serious error in your execution 
lies in the manner of writing the dis- 
In the words “intellec- 


and 


joined prefixes. 
tual,” “contribution,” “intelligence” 
“instrument” you have written the dis- 
junction on the line and the remainder 
of the The first 


consonant of the remaining portion of 


form below the line. 
the word is written in the same “posi- 
tion”’ as if there were no disjoined pre- 
fix before it. Therefore, in these words, 
K, B, J and M should rest on the line 
of writing. Please refer to your text- 
book and analyze the author's outlines 
in this connection. 

The following words were incorrectly 
written theoretically: support, activities, 


alike. They should be written as fol- 
lows: 
2 7) (“4 
Ae 


In our criticism of your notes, it must 
be borne in mind that these notes were 
written at a very high rate of speed. The 
150 word test is as clearly written and 


as legible to us as the 100 word test. 
This is indeed creditable to you. An 
occasional review of the theory, and 


keeping yourself in touch with the maga- 
zine plates will supply you with all the 
necessary fundamental knowledge of the 
system. By special practice on the 
curves, you will be able to perfect your 
style of shorthand within a brief period 
of time. of a high 
speed will be a matter of continued prac- 
Every re- 


The acquirement 


tice, as it is with everyone. 
porter must go through the same grind 
of hard work and practice to realize the 
ambition of high speed writing. 
x x 

I have just been reading with much interest 
your answers to inquiries in the Gregg Writer 
and thought you might be able to help me solve 
a little difficulty I have been having. How would 
you punctuate a sentence like this: “In reply 
to your valued inquiry of 3/5/08 regarding 
burned-out lamps, will say: We are at present 
paying” etc. Should there be a semi-colon and 
dash and should the ‘“‘We" begin with a capital? 
I have never been able to agree with my em- 
ployer about it, and so thought I would send to 
someone who knows. 

have only been at work a few months, but 

have doubled my salary, though it is not ex- 
cessive, even yet. I have been transcribing the 
article about “Plain Attire for Business Women" 
and found it very easy. 

Thanking you In advance for your kindness, 
IT am Sincerely, 

FAE V. MELLISH, 

Oakland, Cal. 

The following punctuation would be 
correct: “In reply to your valued in- 
quiry of 3/5/08, regarding burned-out 
lamps, will say: we are at present pay- 
ing,” etc. If the word “we” begins a 
paragraph, it should be capitalized, but 
otherwise not. A comma after the date 
is not necessary, but is preferable. 
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I am sending you two pages from my note- 
book and transcript of same. These letters were 
taken yesterday morning and the transcript is a 
carbon copy. Kindly correct and let me know 
where I should make improvements. 


Since writing you last, I have completed my 
class course in Gregg Shorthand and am much 
pleased with the system. I read the articles in 
the Gregg Writer every month and can see an 
improvement in my reading each month. 


Last night I went to the Library and was 
pleased to find that the magazine had made its 
appearance there for the first time. It was one 
of the only two shorthand magazines carried by 
the Library. 


I have reported three sermons, or rather parts 
of them, recently, as I was unable to take the 
entire sermons. What I need, for doing this 
work, is a larger shorthand vocabulary, so I 
am trying to acquire it. I hope soon to attempt 


another sermon, although I know it will be 
some time before I can get it all. 
If you cannot answer this promptly, I shall 


Sincerely yours, 
CARITA L. CUTLER, 
Worcester, Mass. 


not worry. 


We desire, first of all, to congratulate 
you upon your typewriting. You have 
a firm, even touch. Your letter is well- 
written and we judge from its composi- 
tion that your employer is a man of edu- 
cation and decision, or perhaps we should 
say, deliberation—a man worth while 
taking dictation from. The use of good 
English in a business letter is a boon to 
the stenographer and it is often infre- 
quent. It develops the shorthand-writer’s 
education. You will obtain excellent 
practice and experience from this posi- 
tion. It is rather a difficult vocabulary 
to come in contact with in your first po- 
sition, but you will be all the more 
capable for other positions after having 
had this training. Other lines of work, 
less technical, will seem much easier 
to handle. 


In regard to your notes: the pages 
from your textbook are very clearly writ- 
ten. We note some errors in theory, but 
they are not many. Distinguish between 
“of your” and “of this.” Make your 
hooks smaller and the danger of conflict 


will be eliminated. “And note” is writ- 


ten as shown in cut, first line; “advise 
” should be phrased, v-i-ses; “previ- 

us p ; 
. 


ous” is a vocabulary word; “Harmon” 
takes the reversed circle. 


The list of special phrases you en- 
closed, we would write as follows, con- 
sidering, of course, that these are special 
forms adapted to your particular work 
and would not be allowable under any 
other circumstances: 


L- Ee 


fk 2 
te ut 


KEY.—Breast drill; drill press; clamp spindle; 


grabdog. 


Price sheet; ball-bearing; Copenhagen; Win- 
nipeg. 
Electrically driven; motor driven; belt driven. 


N. B.—Do not deem it safe to use the 
same form for “drill” and “driven.” The 
intersection D could be used for the lat- 
ter and Dr. is as brief as possible, there- 
fore, for the former. As these signs are 
entirely arbitrary (excepting those for 
the proper names) the forms most pre- 
ferable to be adopted are really the ones 
most suggestive and facile to the writer 
who must use them. 

* * * 


I enclose herewith sheet of shorthand written 
by me at a speed of ahout 125 to 150 words per 


minute, which I should be very glad to have 
you criticise for me. This is a part of a public 
speech which I took down about two months 


ago, and which I did not read over until now. 
I had no trouble in reading it, with the excep- 
tion of one or two words which I have enclosed 
in a circle. 

Thanking you in advance for your trouble, I 
am Yours very truly, 

J. F. ANDERSON, 
Prattville, Ala. 

Your notes at this speed are legible, 
but they need considerable improvement 
in many respects. You will not be able 
to write at a speed of 180 words and 
read without difficulty unless you adopt 
a smaller style, more accurate in propor- 
tion and with clearer cut outlines. In 
the matter of execution you require espe- 


cial practice on the following: all straight 
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‘ines ; all horizontal curves—bringing the 
end to a line with the beginning, as cor- 
rected in the words “given,” “county,” 
etc.; the forms for “nerve,” “life,”’ which 
have a distinctive joining in the swing 
curve. Study these very care- 
The following words were not 
according to authorized forms: 


io the 
fully. 
written 
instead, misery, discontent, point, pocket, 
provide, selfish, democratic, prevents, 
unless. The compounds: anybody, some- 
hody else, nobody else, you have also 
forgotten. “How would you like” makes 
a good phrase. “Opportunity” should 
be written with pr resting on the line. 
See Par. 26. 

we gl 
~~ — €£ &e G&* 

la 

Re ee 
a*. 


In one or two instances you did not 


’ “| 


transcribe accurately. The words you 
could not read might be: “or giving 
the best to mine.” 

We should be interested to receive 
the 


another specimen from you, of 


same extract, if you like, but very 


carefully prepared. Observe our nota- 
tions and suggestions. It is very neces- 
sary that you give particular practice 
to the formation of your outlines. 
Without the proper foundation in pro- 
portion and an accurate distinction 
between curves and straight lines, and 
a ready execution of combinations, we 
fear you will be disappointed in your 
results. With careful review and prac- 
tice, you should be among the most 
successful. We hope you will profit 


by our criticism—well meant. 

* * * 
“barrister” is the A _ inserted? 
since “barrel” is written with- 


Why not write ‘‘bilious’”” without 
And why are “theoretical 


. Why in 
Why not Br-i-s, 
out the vowel? 
the small circle? 


and “critical” so written—why not with dis- 


joined K for Ical? 

“Barrel”, Br-l, is an adopted form in 
place of the longhand abbreviation 
Bbl. which is harder to write in short- 
hand. The insertion of the vowel in 
the words mentioned is necessary be- 
cause it indicates an additional sylla- 
ble. “Bris” would suggest only one 
syllable, not Bar-ris; likewise, “bil- 
ious” must have the vowel inserted. 
The latter would read “blues” without 
the circle. 

In accordance with Par. 176 the dis- 
joined circle beneath the outline rep- 
resents “etic,” etc. When formed into 
a loop, al is added, this principle being 
adopted since the publication of the 
Revised Edition, and mention being 
made of same through the columns of 
this magazine. Therefore, “theoreti- 
cal” is written th-e-r-disjoined loop; 
and “critical” is written kr-disjoined 
loop. 

: 2 2 


enclosed you will find specimen of my short- 
hand notes, and transcript of same, taken at a 
speed of 80 words a minute. In September, 1906, 
I began the study of the system at a business 
college, taking a night course. My reason for 
writing this letter is to state to you the diffi- 
culties which I have with the system. I have 
studied the text-book through and through, and 
believe I know every rule and principle from 
cover to cover, vet often I notice in my notes 
that I do not write according to principle and 
that I have to hesitate in writing a great many 
outlines which greatly retard my speed. I also 
have trouble in reading back my notes. It may 
be that I have not learned the system as it 
should have been learned, as my teacher was 
always “on the go’’ with new pupils entering 
the school from time to time and, of course, 
others as well as myself, were somewhat neg- 
lected. 

Hoping you will have some suggestions to offer 
as to my inability, and that I may receive a few 
words of encouragement, as I have almost given 
up hope of ever becoming a first-class stenogra- 


pher, I am Yours respectfully, 
J. V. 


We are, perhaps, taking some liber- 
ties in printing this letter in full, but 
have avoided using the names which 
might reflect on the writer of the letter 
and the school he attended. We do 
not know exactly what is meant in his 
reference to his teacher, but perhaps, 
like other teachers, she was obliged to 
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act in more capacities than that of in- 
structing her pupils in shorthand, Be 
that as it may, we believe the letter, in 
part, voices the experience of many 
other students. While it is encourag- 
ing to print communications from suc- 
cessful writers, it is the purpose of the 
department to help those who are hav- 
ing difficulty from some cause or other. 
When writers complain of their in- 
ability to acquire speed, or show suc- 
invariably find, 
upon examination of their notes, that 
they are sadly deficient in theory and 


cessful results, we 


have not acquired an accurate style of 
shorthand. High and 
factory results cannot be expected with 
an insufficient foundation. 

The typewritten letter of Mr. V. is 
very commendable; in fact, we could 
make no adverse criticism in the least 
detail, and we are, therefore, convinced 
that he is capable of neat and accurate 
work. We are likewise convinced by 
his shorthand specimen that there are 
within his notes, the possibilities for 
the development of a_ splendid style, 
but not without much methodical and 
painstaking practice. In his practice, 
Mr. V. should not be discouraged, as 


speed satis- 


it is generally conceded to be more dif- 
ficult to alter a poor style once fixed, 
than to acquire a good style from the 
beginning. 

As there are 
theory, it is most advisable and neces- 
sary that Mr. V. begin at once a thor- 
ough and detailed review of the text- 
book, practicing as much for execution 
as for theory. The following are 
words incorrectly written: tolerated, 
acquired, engage, foreign production, 
sale, necessity, arbitrary, aimed, inter- 
pretations, unhealthy, prevention, ex- 
clusive, executive. The disjoined pre- 
fixes should be placed above the line; 


occasional errors in 


the 
Do not phrase unlikely combi- 

Separate the following: by- 
actual- 
Phrase: 
for-the-purpose ; 


notice words: distribution, detri- 
ment. 

nations. 
combination ; 
loss; any-trade; the-power. 


with-itself; such-as; 


that-is-formed ; 


on-the-part, which are excellent phrases. 
The use of Ing is carried to an awk- 
ward extent when you write “leaving 
the least” with “the least”, phrased, 
in the “Ing position.” Write “leaving” 
and phrase “the least” on the line, or 
write “leaving-the” and follow it with 
“least” on the line. 


a ea —m 2 aC” é 


zs + a a 2 
it Fe | 


, « 2 
——SJ Ce - me 
— c - Pa 


Will you kindly make a and 
correct copy of this specimen and send 
to us for further criticism? We know 
you will be surprised with the result of 
careful practice and attention to the 
There is no reason 


so hope- 


new 


defects mentioned. 
whatever for your feeling 
lessly discouraged if you are ambitious 
and persevering. Kemember, there is 
no such word as “fail!” 


Belief is a legacy, something inherited 
an echo, and often an echo of an 


echo.—H ubbard. 
of Be » 





I am entirely well pleased with the 
GreGG WRITER, and especially the March 
number, which contains so many exercise 
Your efforts to better the maga- 
I feel that it is of 
so much value that no teacher or writer 
I certainly 


plates. 
zine are appreciated. 


can afford to be without it. 
would not.” 
G. M. Mickelson High School. 
La Grande, Ore. 
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What Forestry Has Done—Continued 


(The key to these Plates will be given next month) 
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What Forestry Has Done—Concluded 
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Ten B’s For Shorthand Students. 
By E. A. Zartman, Omaha, Neb. 


1 Be Punctual 6 Be Inquisitive 
2 Be Attentive ? Be Systematic 
3 Be Obedient 8 Be Accurate 

4 Be Studious 9 Be Progressive 
5 Be Orderly 10 Be Enthusiastic 
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Another Specimen of “Typewriting Art” 
By Mr. Rolland Doane. 


aE ge aE age 
ane BE ES a 
Sa5 ESSSESSSSRRRRHEE ESSSSRSSSECERE ane 
aos BESEBSERERERBEESE ESSSESSSASHCESS aa5 
1) ger . gE aa BES e565 
aB8 iT )) it an ax itt) 
bf8 BEB SSSCSRERESOHSPASSSHHEREHR SORES BEB BEE 
ans ans SCORCHEESRERSSESSERESERRSSGSEDS oa8 Es 
Gran RES 88 in’‘iana Business College, S88 eae 85 
Scan ane an Yuneic, Indiana. ann as 685 
EES | ass ERRORS BEXCRESERBESAERS 555 BBGEES 
O5a8 ecE SERBES EEESERRSRERERREEE ao6 SESHSE 
BERK aaa aES BE &5 BE an BEE 
CERR BEE SES BS G5 a5 aE SEE 
e205 it} BES BEGG DSEOSSEEE BBE 
acas aan aa3 gages OGR5058 ea5 
aris tt | Bas gE EB Ons 
Biase 36 ana 3s as ans 
ages ace ann ar SGSSS5555880 
OGRE age age an i} | ans 
e535 oa8 aaS a3 ae SBS 
SE08 aa5 ane PEEL T] SGRSG88 enn 
G5aa aoa a65 aga80 SOORERRE a39 
anna aaa aoa aS as a5 $f ees 
ange an8 ana a5 8D a8 an nas 
cane ans Ganeaa PET ET LIP ET ETL LT) BES aeeeaa 
anaes ans EOGGa8 BRSSLGRSERARESES ao8 G5G5R8 
ena0 ona a8 S85 a8 88 
anna agg Bh BEe a5 «458 
ana tT) SSSSTRRERESRLESSCHOSERERSRSSRES aa6 aa 
aa BEG ESRF SASRSORASSHESAGRAERDAREES aaa RRS 
BES ERS BE aE EES aan 
EB8 EBE 5S an SEE San 
aan EEERRESSRSSESAEES GAGS RRRRRSEEES SEE 
nas ESSRSEARRRERESEE BESERRGRERS SSE ana 
ane as an EES 
ans an aE Baa 


GSSR5585 SRSESSSE 
SSSSEREE SRRESSES 
a8 PoD aE 
ESRRSSSERRRSASSESOES 
SESRESEERESSSSSRCERE 


Mr. 


The specimen of artistic typewriting shown this month was executed by 
Rolland Doane, a pupil of the Indiana Business College, Muncie, Ind., and was 
forwarded to us by Mr. A. N. Hirons, the principal of the school. The design 
represents the I. B. C. monogram of the school. 

That the Muncie school turns out good shorthand writers as well as good typists 
is amply demonstrated by the fact that one of its graduates, Miss Georgia 
Harrington, has for some time been the Official Reporter of the Delaware Cir- 


cuit Court of Indiana. 


A number of other excellent specimens of typewriting have been received. 


They will be published in these columns as rapidly as space will permit. 
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Stung! 
HE  Chartier-Spencer Publishing 
Company is sending out a form let- 
ter warning school managers that Mr. 
E. M. Chartier, author of Chartier Short- 
hand, is putting a new system on the 
market. The letter says, “Any violation 
of the copyright law will be rigidly prose- 
cuted. Under the copyright law, as you 
are doubtless aware, the purchaser as 
well as the seller is liable for infringe- 
ment.” 

Evidently the Chartier-Spencer Pub- 
lishing Company is badly scared—but 
why advertise the fact? It was evident 
to most observers that the life went out 
of Chartier Shorthand about eighteen 
months ago, and Mr. Chartier got out 
from under, receiving “full payment for 
all his rights, titles, and interests in Char- 
tier Shorthand,” according to the form 
letter. It looks as though Mr. Chartier 
had left someone holding the sack. 

The Chartier-Spencer Publishing Com- 
pany declare that they intend “to put a 
stop to the sale of Mr. Chartier’s book 


when he attempts to place it on the mar- 


ket,” fact, Mr. 


Chartier’s book has been out for some 


when, as a matter of 


time, as we have had a copy for over a 
month. It is the same kind of a system 
—five positions, and all the “expedients 
for expressing _ letters,’’ — expedients 
which tangle up the student in advanced 
writing until he does not know (meta- 
phorically or actually) where he is at. 
The book has a better mechanical appear- 
ance and is better written than Mr. Char- 
tier’s previous production. We wonder 
who wrote it. 


Discovered! 


VERY now and then someone sends 
us a long letter which he has re- 
ceived from a school claiming to make 
a specialty of producing expert report- 
ers. 
us to comment upon the letter in these 


Usually our correspondent requests 


pages, but hitherto we have not found 
the subject matter sufficiently interesting 
to do so. 

The school in question has been adver- 
tising extensively for some years about 
the wonderful things it could and would 
do for those who enrolled with it for 
either personal or correspondence in- 
struction. As a basis of advertising it 
has used an extract from a newspaper 
write-up which alleged that the proprie- 
tors of the derived a fabulous 
revenue from their reporting business— 


school 


an item which has afforded considerable 
amusement to the reporting fraternity 
in the city where the firm is located. 
Some people wondered that a firm with 
such a lucrative reporting business should 
bother with a correspondence school, or 
could give 
students Many 
thousands of dollars have been spent in 
this judging 


such busy reporters 


attention.” 


how 


‘personal 


advertising in way, and 

















THE GREGG 


WRITER 


FOR JUNE 341 





om the list of successful students given 
in the advertisements of this school, it 
has produced something like thirty more 

r less expert writers in all these years, 
ind nearly all of these—if not all of 
them—had a_ practical knowledge of 
shorthand before taking the course. The 
output of “experts” seems absurdly small 
when cgntrasted with the advertised 
claims. 

The letter which induced us to make 
a few comments differs very little from 
the stereotyped and wordy effusions that 
have previously been sent us. Like the 
other letters, it consists of many closely 
typewritten sheets, in the rambling, in- 
conclusive English which seems to char- 
acterize all the correspondence of the 
firm: but the statement in this particu- 
lar letter which attracted our attention 
and induced us to comment on it is this: 
“The Gregg system of shorthand is, I 
am informed, founded on the German 
Gabelsberger system, and was brought 
out by Mr. John R. Gregg as a new sys- 
tem about fifteen years ago.” 

Another letter which we received in 
the same mail contained a circular issued 
by the publisher of a Pitmanic system, in 
which this sentence occurs: “The French 
system of Duploye has given birth to a 
somewhat numerous offspring of ‘adap- 
tations’ to the English language, named 
after their adapters, the Pernin, Sloan, 
Gregg, etc.” 

For the sake of consistency in misrep- 
resentation, the Gregg 
Shorthand should hold a meeting and 
formulate a definite charge. To be ac- 
cused in the same day of copying the 
German. one-slope system of Gabelsberg- 


opponents of 


er and the French geometrical system of © 


Duploye is altogether too flattering. The 
principal of the “expert” school may be 
excused, as he is not expected to know 


much about shorthand systems, but the 
publisher referred to knows better. 

We print herewith photographed spec- 
imens of the German system of Gabels- 


Gabelsberger 


> P 
jo / ‘s 
Ly 2 rope tip) Sim, ~3 At 
DP, (O fy 
% / uM tof 1 v ‘- Ss Oran 1. wa of, 
4 7? 
4 


¢ 4 : a ¢ 
gel O/C) & of + ser 5 
J / 


o , 
J / 
/? ? Pe oe 2 of? Ve Dy, A 


4 
yr /, oF . 
7 7 ~f? fae y 2-49." HG 
7) 1 /_% Ow 
CJ ~av? a. €. Vs 3 wey , le2G5 


(Notice how closely this resembles 
Gregg Shorthand!) 


Duploye 


berger, and the French system of Du- 
ploye, so that our readers may have the 
evidence of our cosmopolitan plagiarism 
plainly revealed. 

To complete the exhibit we append a 
photo-engraved specimen of that won- 
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“Success” Shorthand 
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derfully original production, “Success” 
shorthand, clipped from one of the les- 
son sheets. Our readers will doubtless 
be very glad to see a sample of that mys- 
terious, marvelous, expert-producing sys- 
tem, which can be obtained only by tak- 
ing the lessons. Anyone familiar with 
Pitmanic shorthand will smile on exam- 


ining the specimen. 


The Same Matter in Gregg Shorthand 
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Key 


Dear Sir 

We are in receipt of your order for two 
ears of lumber to be shipped from our place 
at Menasha, Wis. We have today forwarded a 
duplicate of this order to Menasha, and you 
will no doubt receive it immediately. We note 
that your order includes 10,000 No. 1. pine 
shingles. It may he impossibie to deliver thes 
immediately, but they will eo forward in a 
short time. 

Thanking you for this order, we are 

Very truly yours, 


Mr. Thomas Gleason, 
Jackson, Mich 
Dear Sir: 

We are in receipt of your order of the 14th 
inst. for seven tons of nut coal to be delivered 
within the next two weeks. This order will 
receive our prompt attention We also desire 
to acknowledge receipt of check for $426.00, 
balance of February account, for which we 
thank you. Yours truly, . 

Dear Sir: 

We have for collection a claim against you 
in favor of the Plymouth Automobile Works 
amounting to $4,396.07. Please let us know by 
return mail when we may expect settlement of 
the same. Yours truly, 
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Brevities 
We learn that Miss Frances M. Hardy 
Mr. John S. 


\laine, June 2, 1908. 


was married to Reed, of 


Miss 
Hardy as the talented teacher of short- 


Our readers will remember 
hand who last year held the position of 
principal of the shorthand department of 
Oahu College, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

We wish Mr. and Mrs. Reed all the 
success and happiness in the world, and 


send them our heartiest congratulations. 


\ very attractive catalogue which has 
reached our desk is that of the St. Johns- 
The 


director of the department, Mr. A. H. 


bury Academy, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 


Barbour, is to be congratulated upon the 
dignified and forceful presentation of the 
advantages of his school. 


Wilson’s Modern Business College, of 
Seattle, Wash., has recently enlarged its 
establishment and incidently moved to 
Mr. A. A. Peter- 
follows: 


1524 Second avenue. 
son, of that school, writes as 
“Qur new quarters are certainly equal 
to, if not superior to, anything I have 
seen elsewhere. All of the rooms are 
divided by. sliding glass partitions, which 
make it possible to hold classes in each 
room: separately, as well as being able 
to raise partitions for the purpose of 
having a large assembly room. Every- 
thing is new, from the chairs to the office 
fixtures, which makes it a pleasure to 
go about one’s work.” 

We wish this progressive school and 
its energetic proprietor, Mr. Judson P. 


Wilson, every success. 


We have had several requests from 
school proprietors for the name of a 


manufacturer of good steel lockers. 


There seems to be quite a movement 
on, foot among school people to in- 
stall these modern lockers in their col- 


leges instead of the old-fashioned 


cloak-room. The advantages of the 
new lockers are many. It is absolutely 
impossible to break into them without 
the proper key, thus protecting the 
school from loss by thefts, etc. They 


are cleaner, much more roomy, and 


better ventilated. They are also fire- 
proof. On another page of this issue 
will be found an advertisement of the 
Durand Steel Locker Company, Amer- 
ican Trust building, Chicago, and 
school people who desire information 
regarding this new style of school 
equipment should write them for full 
particulars and catalogue, of course 
mentioning Tue GREGG WRITER. 
| 

We have received a copy of “Brain or 
Brawn—W hich ?”, is the title of 
the prospectus of the Huff School of 
Dusiness Mo. 


The prospectus is well printed, well writ- 


which 


Training, Kansas City, 
ten, well illustrated, and is original and 
attractive in its style. The principal of 
the school is Miss Nettie M. Huff, whose 
reputation as a successful teacher is well 
known to our readers. We notice that 
the typewriting department of the school 
is conducted by Miss Jessie A. Davidson, 
who has made a specialty of that branch 
of instruction, and who is one of the 
most successful teachers of the subject 
in the country. Miss Huff is to be con- 
gratulated on her enterprise, and she has 
our best wishes for success. 


se of st 
4 7 * 


Self-examination should be the first 


law of human nature. 
* «* * 
Most of us know how to say nothing; 
few of us know when. 
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Fire Insurance Letters 


(The key to this plate will be given next month ) 
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Sor the Reporter 








How To Become a Shorthand Reporter 
By Frank Rutherford. 


“Verbatim reporting,’ writes Mr. 
William E. Chat, “like 


everything else worth knowing, is easy 


Finnegan in 


when you know how, but the beginner 
who is afraid of hard work will never 
know how, for the art of reporting is 
Therein lies its 
If the ability to follow ac- 
curately a rapid speaker could be ab- 


not easily mastered. 
chief value. 


sorbed as a sponge takes up water, the 
‘stenographic profession would soon be 
filled with the failures from every other 
department of work. Fortunately he 
who would become a verbatim reporter 
must, far from absorbing the knowledge 
he seeks, dig for every morsel of it—dig 
deep through strata of principles beset 
with difficulties, which only the patient, 
industrious and resourceful 


mind can 


hope to overcome. —— 
Whoever is ambitious to become a ver- 
batim, reporter must not make the fatal 
error of being in too great a hurry. He 
must be willing to spend time enough to 
learn the art of shorthand thoroughly. 
If he trusts his reporting fortunes to an 
instructor who guarantees to turn out 
experts in three months his experience is 
certain to be like David Copperfield’s 
whose ‘imbecile pen staggered about the 
paper as if in a fit!” 
The chief aim and ambition of the 
stenographer is to become a reporter— 
to be able to report verbatim the loftiest 
flights of the orator, sermons, lectures, 
and the rapid questions and answers of 
the courts. It would be well for the am- 
bitious stenographer to realize from the 
very start that the art of verbatim re- 


porting can be acquired only by con- 


stant and persistent practice for a long 
period of time. Those who have been 
most successful and have reached the 
highest positions in the stenographic 
field as congressional and court reporters 
have done so, not by good luck or influ- 
ence, but by evolution and hard work. 
Important Requisites 

To be a successful reporter the steno- 
grapher must possess good sight, excel- 
lent hearing, the keenest of observation 
and good expression, in addition to pos- 
sessing a thorough command of his 
shorthand system, and the ability to 
write it swiftly and transcribe it accu- 
rately. He must also have a thorough 
command of the English language, his- 
tory and current events. In fact, the re- 
porter to be successful must be intelli- 
gent, well read, quick, and uniformly 
well-informed on a multitude of matters. 
His daily duties are so likely to require 
the keenest perception and knowledge of 
matters outside the ordinary 
commerce that nothing but 
alertness as to what is passing about him 
would fit him for his position, 

We do not wish to discourage the am- 
bitious stenographer, but if he desires to 
become a shorthand reporter he must re- 
member “No victory without a struggle, 
no success without labor.” The field is 
wide and open; persistent study, and a 


pale of 
supreme 


determination to succeed will attain suc- 
cess. Don’t be discouraged. 
“The heights by great men reached and 
kept, 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night.” 
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Master Your Shorthand reportorial structure. ‘“The key to suc- 
The first step to good reporting cess in the practice of shorthand,” writes 


speed is a thorough mastery of your sys- 
tem. Utilize in study every spare mo- 
ment of the day, but exercise the hand 
simultaneously with the mind. The 
mind act quickly, and the hand 
must be instantaneously responsive. Mr. 
David Wolfe “The 
mind’s conception and the hand’s re- 
sponse must be so prompt as to leave no 


must 


Browne writes: 


appreciable gap between hearing and 
writing.” “The at- 
tainment of the highest speed requires 


Again he writes: 


not only a well-trained mind, but a well- 
trained hand.” This harmony of mind 
and hand can be attained only by prac- 
Master every principle of your sys- 
thoroughly. Have 


tice. 
tem of shorthand 
someone read to you on a variety of 
matter, so as to enlarge your vocabulary, 
and apply your rules and principles to 
every Write in 
and think in shorthand. 


new word. shorthand 

Read everything you write. Better 
even than reading is to transcribe on the 
typewriter every word that you write in 
shorthand. Omit nothing; make sense 
of all you transcribe. 
thing you can find printed in shorthand. 


Read also every- 


Of course the best practice is obtained 


when you read own notes. In 


transcribing read always a 
tences, so as to avail yourself of the con- 


your 
few sen- 
text, carrying as much of the transcript 
in your mind as you can at one time, so 
as to keep the carriage of your machine 
traveling the whole time. 

It is an impossibility for any mind to 
memorize arbitrary outlines for all the 
words in the English language. The 
rules and principles of your system, if 
properly applied, will enable you to write 
the most difficult words in the language 
with ease and accuracy. This word- 
building facility is the foundation of the 


Mr. Brown, “is the mastery of the word- 
building principles.” “One word in 100,” 
he writes, “is more than enough, as 
every reporter knows, to break down any 
shorthand writer whose training has left 
unable to write the hard 
Don’t write the hard words 


him words 
promptly.” 
in longhand ; it is a slow and absurd cus- 
tom. Write everything in shorthand; 
divide each word into syllables, and as 
you pronounce the syllable write it in 
shorthand with the consonants and vow- 
els in regular order. “The hard words,” 
says Mr. 
they must be written in shorthand; they 


Brown, “must be written— 
must be written promptly.” 


A Successful Young Reporter 
Readers of this department will re- 
member that in the November number 


we announced that Robert Lloyd Crabb 





ROBERT L. CRABB. 


had been appointed Official Court Re- 
porter for the Circuit Court of Macon 
County, at Decatur, Illinois. 

Since the appearance of this announce- 
ment we have received a very interesting 


Mr. Crabb 


and enthusiastic letter from 
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together with a photograph. It is there- 


fore our privilege and our pleasure to 
present herewith some extracts from Mr. 
‘rabb’s letter, together with a counter- 
leit presentment of his handsome coun- 
tenance. 


It may interest vou to know that I began the 
tudy of Gregg Shorthand on January 22d, 1906, 
in Brown's Business College, Decatur, IIL, fin- 
shing my course in about seven months. I 
then accepted a position in the state’s attorney's 
ffice here, remaining almost a year. Shortly 
ifter going into this office I was called into the 
county court to de reporting. Although I was 
somewhat shaky because this was my first 
ictual experience in court, I managed to get 
through it all right and after that was fre- 
quently called on for similar work. Later on 
I was appointed the Official Reporter for the 
circuit court of Macon county. 

The first case I reported after assuming my 
duties as official reporter of the circuit court 
was the famous Magill case, which was marked 
hy the introduction of a great deal of expert 
medical testimony. The fact that it was a 
murder case and one of such great notoriety 
caused some nervousness on my part at first, 
but as the trial pregressed and I found that 
my notes came easily and could be read without 
trouble, I came to the conclusion that Gregg 
Shorthand was all that could be asked 

The severest test to which I have put Gregg 
Shorthand was reporting the Rev. W. A. Sunday 
revival 


for one of our local papers during his 
here a short time ago. Although Mr. Sunday 
is a very rapid speaker, I was able to turn 


vut a practically verbatim report of his sermons, 

It is truly a pleasure to speak in the highest 
terms of Gregg Shorthand. I am looking for- 
ward to the not far-distant time when Gregg 
Shorthand will be accepted as the universal 
system. 


A Creditable Feat 

We are in receipt of a copy of the 
Schenevus Monitor of Otsego county, 
New York, which contains*the following 
announcement : 

The official stenographer being unable to at- 
tend the county court at Delhi last week, Miss 
Edith Seott, of this place, was called to the re- 
porter’s chair. Although this was Miss Scott’s 
first experience in court, the skill with which 
she performed the work was a surprise to every- 
one, and the subject of comment on all sides, 
She took the evidence continuously for four 
days and never once halted a_ witness. A 
prominent New York lawyer, whose firm em- 
ploys six stenographers, said that he had never 
seen anything like it by one of her age. 

Our correspondent informs us that the 
young lady in question is a Gregg writer. 
We take this opportunity to congratulate 
Miss Scott upon her skill in shorthand, 
and ready adaptability to trying circum- 
stances. It certainly means something 


when a stenographer can be taken out of 


a commercial position and placed im- 


mediately into court reporting work, and 
there make a signal success. It means 
something for the ability of the stenog- 
rapher, and it means something for the 
adaptability of the system. 

How many of you readers who are 
stenographers today could step from your 
employer’s dictation of commercial let- 
ters into the reporter’s chair, and take 
testimony creditably ? 


The Phonograph as an Aid to Speed 

The foundation of speed is a perfect 
knowledge of forms, rather than ability 
to analyze as the words are heard. He 
is the most rapid writer who does not 
hesitate—and hesitation alone 
from not instantly knowing the outline 
The only method 


comes 





for a word or phrase. 
of gaining this necessary knowledge of 
outlines is by repetition of the same mat- 
writing over and over again the 





ter 
same selection until word and 
phrase in it are impressed upon the 
memory for all time ; then choose another 
selection of matter, with a vocabulary as 
different from the first as possible, and 
go through the same process with it. If 
a wise selection of matter is made this is 
the quickest way to get speed, and espe- 
cially the higher rates of speed required 


every 


in professional reporting. 

Mr. J. N. Kimball, whose advertise- 
ment has appeared in the Gregg Writer 
for a long time, is a firm believer in 
repetition, and a number of the subscrib- 
ers of this magazine are using his scheme 
with great success—his catch phrase, 
“Dictation morning, noon or night—any 
time or all the time” is no misnomer, for 
the dictator is always ready at hand. 
Some of the fastest Gregg writers in 
the country are now training on Mr. 
Kimball’s phonographs and are loud in 
their praises of his outfits. 
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Court Testimony 
(The key to these plates will be given next month) 
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A Letter From Turkey 


A letter which we believe will prove 
to be of more than ordinary interest to 
our readers is that received recently from 
Mr. C. A. Dana, 
teacher of shorthand 
and typewriting in 
the School of Com- 
merce of the Syrian 
Protestant College, 
Beirut, Syria. Mr. 
Dana, who formerly 
taught these subjects 
at Rockford, Illinois, 
writes as follows: 


The School of Com- 
merce, which is the new- 
est of the five departments 
of the Syrian Protestant 
College, gives, in a three 
years’ course, a thoroughly 
up-to-date business train- 
ing. Students may enter 
only after completing their MR. Cc. 
second year in College, 
which places the grade of our work far in ad- 
vance of the average American business college. 

For bookkeeping we use the International 
methods, thus giving, in a three-year’s course, 
a thorough knowledge of International account- 
ing. This 1s extremely practical, situated as 
we are on the shores of the Mediterranean, 
through which flows the commerce of nearly 
every nation. 

Our students represent six of the Oriental 
nations and in the “‘Business Exchange’ one 
is reminded of the “confusion of tongues.”’ 
Most of these young men are full of enthusiasm 
and ambition and those who have graduated are 
filling high positions. 

We use the Gregg system of shorthand be- 
cause it stands at the head of all American 
systems ana has demonstrated its superiority 
among the mixed nationalities in Turkey. In 
ten weeks we completed the Manual and made 
some very creditable speed records and are now 
well advanced in the “Speed Practice,’” which 
we find is a most valuable book. 





A. 


I enclose a club of subscriptions to the Greze 
Writer. Wish it were larger 

This is the only School of Commerce in this 
part of the world and is having a very rapid 
growth. We have set high standards in every 
line of work and only practical proficiency is 
recognized. We believe it 
is the only way in which to 
advance the standards of 
national enterprise This 
nation is crowded with un 
told resources and is wait- 
ing only for educated busi- 
ness men to grasp the situ- 
ation and transform this 
desert into a garden. 

The young men of Syria 
possess wonderful capabili- 
ties, considering their re- 
pression, and when prop- 
erly educated find positions 
of responsibility in all parts 
ff the world. By maintain- 
ing a high standard of edu- 
cation among these people 
we believe that in time, the 
old Babylon—the cradle of 
scientific commerce and ac- 
counting, but now a ruined 
plain—will again become a 
great garden and the center 
of the world’s wealth, 

I cannot lay too much 
stress upon a high- 
grade commercial educa- 
tion, either at home on 
abroad, and I believe that 
the American young man needs to be specially 
warned against the cheap business college Do 
not purchase a cheap education any more than 
you would purchase a cheap garment. In either 
case it is a bad investment and hinders you so 
cially and financially The day of apprentice 
ship has passed; be a man, and by educating 
yourself be ready to tuke your place well up 
in the rank of scientific business men 


DANA 


As we think that the names of some of 
their -fellow subscribers in Syria may in- 
terest our readers, we might mention the 
following: Ramez Ghazzawi, Yusuf-ul 
Aris, Elias Atiyeh, I'uad Nassar, and 


Elias Tarabulsi. 











ELF-REALIZATION—There is a time in every man’s education 
when he arrives at the conviction that envy is ignorance; that imitation 

is suicide; that he must take himself for better or for worse, as his por- 
tion; that, though the wide universe is full of good, no kernel of nourishing 
corn can come to him but through his toil bestowed on that plot of ground 


which is given him to till—RALPH WALDO EMERSON. 
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The People, the Railroads, and the National Authority—Continued 


(The key to this plate will be given next month ) 
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Central Commercial Teachers’ Association 


Annual Convention, Davenport, lowa, June 17-20, 1908. 


The New Officers 


President: R. H. Peck, Davenport, 
lowa. 
Vice-President : Miss Carrie A. 


Clarke, Des Moines, lowa. 

Secretary: O. D. Noble, Sedalia, Mo. 

Treasurer: C. W. Ransom, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

HE 1908 Annual Convention of the 

Central Commercial Teachers’ As- 
sociation was a huge success, the social 
features being a prominent factor in the 
enjoyment of the members. About 150 
members were enrolled and all the ses- 
sions were well attended. The accom- 
modations were all that could be de- 
sired and Mr. R. H. Peck spated no 
effort in looking after the comfort of 
his guests. 

Unusual interest centered in the 
typewriting contest as this was the 
first school contest to be held in the 
west. The prize was a beautiful silver 


cup known as the brown trophy, do 
nated by Mr. G. W. Brown. 

Friday afternoon the _ elimination 
contest was held, the tests being five 





CORNELIA H. DAMMERS 


Winner of the Brown Cup 


minutes dictation and five minutes 


copying, eleven entries, as follows: 


Pearl Schuberl, Brown’s Business College. . Rock Island, Ill..... Remington 
Loretta Beitenman, Brown's Bus. College. . Davenport, Ia. ..... Remington 
Lillian Brodeur, Lorain Business College... Lorain, Ohio ...... Monarch 

Ruth Drysdale, Brown’s Business College.. Rockford, Tl. ...... Underwood 
George I. Abel, Cedar Rapids Bus. College. Cedar Rapids, Ia... . Remington 
Edward Hayes, Brown’s Business College.. Decatur, Ill. ....... Underwood 
Lizzie Hass, Brown’s Business College..... Davenport, la. ..... Remington 
Will Adderley, Brown’s Business College. .St. Louis, Mo. ..... Remington 
Edith Aylin, Brown’s Business College.....St. Louis, Mo. ..... Remington 
Cornelia H. Dammers, Gregg School....... Chicago, Ill. ....... Underwood 
Gustav Trefzger, Gregg School........... Chicago, Ill. ....... Remington 


The results of this contest were not 
announced until Saturday morning, at 
which time the committee notified 
Miss Drysdale, Mr. Abel, Miss Dam- 
mers, Mr. Adderley and Mr. Trefzger 
that they were the five highest and 
consequently were eligible for the final 


The rates of speed attained 


contest. 


in the elimination contest were not an- 
nounced. 

Saturday morning the first feature 
of the program was the final type- 
writing contest. This comprised fif- 
teen minutes’ writing from dictation 
and fifteen minutes’ writing from copy: 


The results were as follows: 
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Dictation 


Gross Wi yrds 


(Cornelia Dammers....743 49 8 

(justav Trefzger ...... 877 58 7/1 
(;eorge I. Abel........ 857 a7 4/1 
Ruth Drysdale ....... iS+ 49 13/1 
Will Adderley ae ade S14 54 4/1 


Gross Rate 


Net Rate 
46 2/15 
417/15 


Errors Penalty 
17 51 


85 255 


78 234 418/15 
48 144 40 4/15 
85 255 37 4/15 


Copying 


Gross Rate 


Errors Penalty Net Rate 


Cornelia Dammers..... 850 56 2/3 31 93 50 7/15 
(justav Trefzger....... 996 666/15 79 237 50 9/15 
George I. Abel......... 909 60 3/15 d4 162 49 4/5 
Ruth Drysdale ........ 801 53 2/5 21 63 49 1/5 
Will Adderley ......... 889 59 4/15 122 366 3413/15 
Net Averages 
Cornelia Dammers, Gregg School, Chicago........... Underwood ..... 48 9/30 
Gustav Trefzger, Gregg School, Chicago............. Remington ..... 46 1/30 
Geo. I. Abel, Cedar Rapids Bus. Col., Cedar Rapids, la. Remington ..... 45 2/3 
Ruth Drysdale, Brown’s Bus. College, Rockford, Ill... Underwood ..... 4411/15 
Will Adderley, Brown’s Bus. College, St. Louis, Mo.. Remington ..... 36 1/15 


Miss Cornelia Dammers was present- 
ed with the cup by the donor, Mr. G. 
W. Brown, who made an appropriate 


Mr. Gregg was also called on 


speech. 
for a few remarks, during the course 
of which that Miss 


Dammers began the study less than a 


he mentioned 
year ago, and pointed out that her vic- 
tory was due to her accuracy and not to 
her speed, as she had written the small- 


est number of words of any of the con- 


testants. Mr. Gustav Trefzger (a 
brother of Emil A. Trefzger) began 
the study of typewriting in night 


school last September. As the com- 
mittee was very strict in marking the 
papers and penalized even the slightest 


error, and as the matter was unusually 


dificult for students, Miss Dammers’ 
record for speed and accuracy was a 
very creditable one. The rates of 


speed attained were higher than those 
attained in the school contest held in 
the east, where the time allowed for 
preparation was longer than the time 
any one of these contestants had spent 


on typewriting. 


An idea of the difficulty of the mat- 
ter used in the final contest may be 
gained from the following extracts: 


Dictation 

After months of lobbying, canvassing and 
campaigning the aspirants for the nomination 
for vice-president on the Republican ticket see 
another man, not heard of in connection with 
the honor seventy-two hours before the choice 
was made, step into the traces and carry off 
the prize. There is only one record of greater 
speed in the history of politics. That is the 
manner in which William J. Bryan stampeded 
a convention, and as a dark horse, stepped into 


the first place on his ticket because of his free 
silver speech. 
Copying 
He peered out of the window. There were 
no more bubbles now and the hissing had 


stopped. Outside there was a heavy blackness, 
as black as black velvet, except where the elec- 
tric light pierced the empty water and showed 
the color of it, a yellow green. Then three 
things like shapes of fire swam into sight, fol- 
lowing each other through the water. Whether 
they were little and near, or big and off, 
he could not tell. 


Each was outlined in a bluish light almost as 
bright as the lights of a fishing-smack, a light 


far 


which seemed to be smoking greatly, and all 
along the sides of them were specks of this, 
like the lighted portholes of a _ ship. Their 


phosphorescence seemed to go out as they came 
into the radiance of his lamp, and he saw then 
that they were indeed fish of some strange 
sort, with huge heads, vast eyes, and dwindling 
bodies and tails. Their eyes were turned to- 
ward him, and he judged they were following 
him down. He supposed they were attracted. 


In the next number of the maga- 
zine we intend to give a more extended 
report of the convention. 
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Key to Last Month’s Shorthand Plates 


Lumber Letters 
Gentlemen: 


Car S. A. L. No. 44292 has been rejected by 
our customers and we cannot blame them in 
the least for refusing same. We tried to im- 
press upon you the importance of this lumber 
being up to requirements. The order called for 
Savannah Merchantable long leaf pine and you 
sent wane edge sap, which is not even up to 
the widths and lengths. It is really such a poor 
car of stuff that there are only a few pieces 
that can be used at all and that will have to 
pass as square edge. 

We wrote to you stating that this lumber was 
to be used for bridge stringers which required 
good sound heart lumber to show three corners 
all heart, as this must have heart bearing two 
inch strong. 

You have orders from us for two more cars 
of this and you must be particular with it and 
furnish only Savannah Merchantable. We will 
do the best we can for you on the rejected car 
and guess we will be able to sell most of it, 
though it will be hard sale as it is cut special 
for order. 

When do you expect to ship the 4x4 shop 
white pine; also the fine, common and better? 
We are in great hurry for this as we want to 
dispose of same before thé market falls. 

Yours very truly, 
Gentlemen: 

Are you getting out any No. 1 and 2 all heart 
boards? These are bringing very fancy prices 
now and they are scarce and very much in de- 
mand. If you have not, would advise you to 
ship in a few cars on consignment, which will 
have our best attention and will send you 
prompt returns. 

We understand you have opened a rim and 
spoke factory and hope you are making money. 
We are glad to know that you are utilizing the 
hickory timber as it has not been cut into for 
such a long time. 

Guess the pine lumber that you are cutting 
now comes in all right for crates and packing 
purposes. 

Are you cutting oak? If so, and you want 
some orders, we think we can furnish some, as 
we have a customer who uses considerable of 
the quality oak you have. 

When you were here several months ago you 
said you were having a hard time trying to find 
an experienced sawyer, but trust you have suc- 
ceeded in securing a first-class one now. 

Run down to see us any time, as we are 
always glad to see old friends and, of course, 
are particularly interested in your’ success 
owing to past associations, 

Yours very sincerely, 
Dear Sir: 

We enclose herewith account sales of 4 bales 
of cotton showing net proceeds which have been 
placed to your credit. 

Hoping sale will prove satisfactory, we are 

Yours truly, 


What Forestry Has Done 

Many people in this country think that fores- 
try had never been tried until the Government 
began to practice it upon the National Forests. 
Yet forestry is practiced by every civilized 
country in the world except China and Turkey. 
It gets results which can be got in no other 
way, and which are necessary to the general 
welfare. 

What forestry has done abroad is the strong- 
est proof of what it can accomplish here. The 
remarkable success of forest management in 
the civilized countries of Europe and Asia is 
the most forcible argument which can be 
brought in support of wise forest use in the 
United States. 

The more advanced and progressive countries 
arrive first and go farthest in forestry, as they 
do in other things. Indeed, we might almost 
take forestry as a yardstick with which to 


measure the height of a civilization. On the 
one hand, the nations which follow forestry 
most widely and systematically would be found 
to be the most enlightened nations. On the 
other hand, when we applied our yardstick to 
such countries as are without forestry, we 
could say with a good deal of assurance, by 
this test alone, “‘Here is a backward nation.” 

The countries of Europe and Asia, taken to- 
gether, have passed through all the stages of 
forest history and applied all the Known prin- 
ciples of forestry. They are rich in forest ex- 
perience. The lessons of forestry were brought 
home to them by hard knocks. Their forest 
systems were built up gradually as the result of 
hardship. They did not first spin fine theories 
and then apply those theories by main force 
On the contrary, they began by facing disagree- 
uble facts. Every step of the way toward wise 
forest use, the world over, has been made at 
the sharp spur of want, suffering, or loss. As 
a result, the science of forestry is one of the 
most practical and most directly useful of all 
the sciences. It is a serious work, undertaken 
as a measure of relief, and continued as a safe- 
guard against future calamity. 

The United States, then, in attacking the 
problem of how best to use its great forest re- 
sources, is not in the position of a pioneer in 
the field. It has the experience of all other 
countries to go upon. There is no need for 
years of experiment with untried theories. The 
forest principles which hundreds of years of 
actual practice have proved right are at its 
command. The only question is, How should 
these be modified or extended to best meet 
American conditions? In the management of 
the National Forests the Government is not 
working in the dark. Nor is it slavishly copy- 
ing European countries. It is putting into 
practice, in America, and for Americans, prin- 
ciples tried and found correct, which will in- 
sure to all the people alike the fullest and best 
use of all forest resources. 

Take the case of Germany. Starting with 
forests which were in as bad shape as many of 
our own which have been recklessly cut over, 
it raised the average yield of wood per acre 
from 20 cubic feet in 1830 to 65 cubic feet in 
1904. During the same period of time it trebled 
the proportion of saw timber got from the av- 
erage .cut, which means, in other words, that 
through the practice of forestry the timberlands 
of Germany are of three times better quality 
today than when no system was used. And in 
fifty-four years it increased the money returns 
from an average acre of forest sevenfold. 

In France forestry has decreased the danger 
from floods, which threaten to destroy vast 
areas of fertile farms, and in doing so has 
added many millions of dollars to the National 
wealth fin new forests. It has removed the 
danger from sand dunes and in their place has 
created a property worth many millions of dol- 
lars. Applied to the State forests, which are 
small in comparison with the National Forests 
of this country, it causes them to yield each 
vear a net revenue of more than $4,700,000, 
though the sum spent on each acre for manage- 
ment is over 100 times greater than that spent 
on the forests of the United States. 

France and Germany together have a popula- 
tion of 100,000,000. in round numbers, against 
our probable 85,000,000, and State forests of 
14,500,009 acres against our 160,000,000 acres of 
National Forests; but France and Germany 
spend on their forests $11,000,000 a vear and 
get from them in net returns $30,000,000 a year, 
while the United States spent on the National 
Forests last year $1,400,000 and secured a net 
return of less than $130,000. ‘ 

In Switzerland, where every foot of agricul- 
tural land is of the greatest value, forestry has 
made it possible for the people to farm all land 
fit for— 

(To be continued.) 
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Railroad Letters 
Gentiemen: 
linder date of July 5th, you wrote us you 


would make claim against the railroad com- 
ny for the value of the shipment you made 
and which has not yet arrived. Has the 
Company made any report on this item yet? 
\nd will you kindly advise us over what road 
vou returned it, in order that we may send out 
trrcer from this end to locate the shipment. 

Thanking you in advance for your prompt 
attention in the matter, we beg to remain 

Yours truly, 

lear Sirs: 

In the absence of ouf Mr. Thomas from the 
tv, we take the liberty of answering your 
letter in reference to bed slats. We wish to 
stute that we suppose he made you quotation 


n quantity of 2,000 sets on account of its being 
cheaper to ship same in car lots than by local 


freight. We, of course, can furnish you any 
quantity you wish—say 200 sets—at the price 
| numed, f. o. b. ears here. So, if you wish 
inv, kindly send us order and state the length 
vou wish them, whether 4 feet 2 inch or 4 feet 
6 inch. 

Hoping to hear from you with a nice order 
for furniture, we remain 

Yours truly, 

Gentlemen: 

We are in receipt of yours of the 5th with 
signed order for one bill of lading outfit—the 


machine to be loaned to you as long as this 
lot of bills of lading lasts. We accept the order 
is per proposition made you by our representa- 
tive, and shall submit proofs as soon as possible. 
We note, of that this outfit is to be 
shipped to your Arlington plant. 

Thanking you for the order and past favors, 
we remain, 


course, 


Yours very truly, 
Gentlemen: 

We have yours of the 8th and cancel the bal- 
ance of your order as requested. Should you 
decide later to have these come on, will be very 
glad to receive your instructions. When in the 
market for more chairs, we trust will not 


forget us. 


you 


Very truly yours, 
Cientlemen: 
You have 


wiurehouse 


probably already learned that our 
building burned on Thursday even- 
ing, the 21st inst. We are pleased to inform 
you that our business will not be seriously in- 
terrupted for the reason that our factory facili- 
disturbed. We have a reserved 


ties ure not 
stock in our factory warehouse from which to 
draw, and having made temporary arrange- 


are in a 


We 


here, we 
orders. 


room 
care of all 


ments for warehouse 
position to take -good 
will rebuild at once. 

Thanking you for past favors, and 
i continuance of the same, we are, 


soliciting 


Yours very truly, 
Dear Sir: 

We have to-day written factory urging that 
they rush your order and give us definite ship- 
ping date We will write you further on re- 
ceipt of their reply. 

We thank you for the 6 No. 3 cots as per 
enclosed copy. You call them No. 2 but we 


suppose this is an error, as it is the No. 3 you 


have always had. We enclose you a cut of 
Comfort Cot which we offer at 58c while they 
last. 
Very truly yours, 
A Compilation of Business Law 
The following compilation of business law 


contains the essence of a large amount of legal 
verbiage. 

If a note is lost or stolen it does not release 
the maker; he must pay it, if the consideration 
for which it was given and the amount can be 
proven. 

Notes bear 

Principals are 
agents. 


interest only when so stated. 
responsible for the act of their 


Each individual in a partnership is responsi- 
ble for the whole amount of the debts of the 
firm, except in cases of special partnership. 

Ignorance of the law excuses no one. 

The law compels no one to do impossibilities. 

An agreement without consideration is void. 

A note made on Sunday is void. 

Contracts made on Sunday cannot be enforced 

A note by a minor is void. 

A contract made with a minor is void. 

A contract made with a lunatic is void. 

A note obtained by fraud, or from a person in 
a state of intoxication, cannot be collected. 

It is a fraud to conceal a fraud. 

Signatures made with a lead pencil are good 
in law. 

A receipt for money is not always conclusive. 

The acts of one partner bind all the rest. 

“Value received” is usually written in a note, 
und should be, but is not necessary. If not 
written it is presumed by the law, or may be 
supplied by proof. 


The maker of an “accommodation” bill or 
note (one for which he has received no con- 
sideration, having lent his name or credit for 


the accommodation of the holder) is not bound 


to the person accommodated, but is bound to 
all other parties precisely as if there was a 
good consideration. 


No consideration is sufficient in law if it be 
illegal in its nature. 

Checks or drafts must be presented during 
business hours, but in this country, except in 
the case of banks, the time extends through the 
day and evening. 


Coal Letters 
Mr. Charles Bowers, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Dear Sir: 

We have your favor of November 6th, order- 
ing one car of blacksmith coal. We regret that 
we are so far behind with our orders that it 
will be a long time before we can fill it, and 
we think that we had better write to you advis- 


ing you of the fact that you had better place 
your orders elsewhere. We could not fill the 
order under thirty days, possibly longer. We 
are selling blacksmith coal at $2.00 per ton and 
if you desire to order under these circum- 
stances, we will be glad to enter your order as 


soon aS possible. 
Yours truly, 
Gentlemen: 

In looking over our books for the year of 1902, 
we found a balance due you of $74.55, state- 
ment of which we herewith enclose. Please 
examine same and let us know if there is any 
correction to be made; if not, you may draw on 
us through the Birmingham National Bank for 
this amount. 

We hope that you are thoroughly satisfied 
with the profits of last season and that you 
will be ready to co-operate with us in making 
the ensuing year one of the most prosperous in 
the history of the respective houses. Every- 
thing seems to point to a lively trade, and 
while we may expect sharp competition, we 
have no doubt that we shall be able to hold our 
own. 

Hoping to hear of your readiness 
this year’s work, we are 

Very truly 





to join in 


yours, 
My Dear Sir: 

Please send us another 
coal as soon as possible. We find this grade 
gives better satisfaction than either of the 
others sold by you. None of our customers 
seemed to like the soft coal which you said was 
the best in the market. One man in particular 
said he would rather pay $2.00 more per ton 
than to be compelled to use the soft or nest-egg 
kind which he had been using before purchas- 
ing his last supply. Of course, we will aim to 
keep all kinds on hand, but our orders will be 
principally for the nugget in the future. 

Please deliver the coal at the earliest possible 
date, and oblige Yours truly, 


car load of nugget 











356 THE GREGG WRITER FOR JUNE 





Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find statement of your ac- 
count with us for which we will thank you for 
a prompt remittance. As you know, our capital 
is too small to admit of our carrying customers 
any longer than the time specified—60 days. 
We have payments of our own constantly fall- 
ing due which must be met as fast as presented 
else our credit would not last long. 

In relation to the matter mentioned in your 
letter, we would say that if you do not wish 
your coal delayed, you should order it several 
weeks in advance as the traffic is very heavy 
at this season of the year and delays in ship- 
ping will undoubtedly occur. If you send your 
order about three weeks before you need the 
coal, we can make allowances for a reasonable 
delay and still have it in your possession by the 
time wanted. 

An immediate reply will oblige, 

Yours truly, 





Court Testimony 


Mr. Henry Bailey, called as a witness on be- 
half of the respondents, being first duly sworn, 
testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. SAAT. 

Q What is your name? A_ Henry Bailey. 

Q What is your business? A _ Real estate 
business. 

Q How long have you been in the real estate 
business? A Most of the time since 1886. 

Q Do you know what this proposed improve- 
ment is that is on trial? A _ Yes, sir. 

Q Are you acquainted with the property 
along the line of that improvement? A_ I am. 

Q Are you acquainted with Lot 16, Block 3 
Hyde Park, owned by the Morris Manufactur- 
ing Co.? A _ Yes, sir. 

Q Where is that located? A That is located 
on 45th street, adjoining the Wabash railroad 
track. It is 25x135 feet. 

Q Do you know what that property is used 
for? A Vacant, sir. 

Q Do you know what this property improve- 
ment is? A_ Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know what it is assessed? A 
$99.15. 

Q What, in your opinion, would be the bene- 
fit to that lot, Mr. Bailey? A Twenty-five to 
thirty-five dollars, possibly. 

Q What is the value of the lot in your judg- 
ment? A _ Eighty-five to a hundred dollars. 

Q And if this improvement is put in as pro- 
posed by this ordinance, in your judgment what 
benefit will that lot derive? A Twenty-five to 
thirty-five dollars of benefit. 

Q Are you acquainted with lot 14 owned by 
K. Rogers in Bradford's addition to Hyde Park? 
A_ Yes, sir. 

Q Where is that located? A That is twen- 
ty-five feet away from this other lot. In other 
words, it is on 45th street, north front, one 
hundred twenty-five feet east of the Wabash 
railroad. 

Q Do you know how much that was as- 
sessed in the roll? A $117.40. 

Q What is that lot used for? A Vacant. 
All that property is vacant—that whole block. 

Q Now, if this improvement as is proposed 
under the terms of this ordinance is put in, 
what, in your opinion as a real estate man, 
will be the benefit inuring to that lot? A 
$50.00. The lot is 25x125. 

Q You say it is vacant? A Yes, sir. 

Q Are you acquainted with lot 17 in the 
same addition, Bradford’s addition to Hyde 
Park, that is, in Block 2? A _ I am, sir. 

Q It is owned by L. Carmody? A _ That is, 
on Woodlawn Ave. between 45th and 46th 
streets; a lot 25x125. 


Q On Woodlawn—that is one of the streets 
that run north and south that is proposed to be 
paved? A_ Yes, sir. 

Q What is that used for? A _ That is 
vacant. 

Q And what do you think is the value of 
the lot, the present market value? A_ $150.00. 

Q Now, then, if this improvement that is 
proposed by the ordinance is put in, paving that 
street, what do you think will be the special 
benefit inuring to that lot? A $75.00. 

Q Are you acquainted with the property in 
this district that is owned by Mary D. Thomas, 
known as lot 1? A_ TI am, sir—south-west cor- 
ner of 46th street and Woodlawn Ave., 25x125 

Q And what is that property used for? A 
Two-story frame building on that—the only 
building really that is on the line of Woodlawn 
Ave. on the west side of the street between 
4ist street and 63d street. 

Q Do you know the dimensions of that lot? 
A 25x125. 

Q Well, is it 125 ft. on Woodlawn Ave.? A 
Yes, sir. 

Q And 25 ft. on 46th street? A _ Yes, sir. 

Q If this improvement is put in on Wood- 
lawn Ave., as is proposed by this ordinance, 
what, in your opinion, would be the beneiit 
inuring to that lot? A $100.00. 

Q Do you know how much is assessed on 


the roll? 
(To be continued) 





The People, The Railroads, and The National 
Authority 

—and all sorts of trammels and burdens were 

imposed upon interstate business. It was regu- 

lated, taxed and even prohibited in some cases. 

The rule of law which governed the situation 
for many years, as prescribed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, was that so long 
as Congress remained silent and did not under- 
take the regulation of commerce under its con- 
stitutional authority the States were free to 
impose regulations. That was the theory of 
concurrent authority. : 

The extent of the confusion growing out of 
this condition of affairs can scarcely be real- 
ized in this age of continuous and unbroken 
routes of travel and transportation. Passengers 
had to change cars at State lines and goods 
had to be reshipped. The privilege of going 
into. out of, or through States was taxed and 
the right to do so was held not to conflict with 
the power of Congress over interstate commerce. 

The railroads struggled for a time aguinst these 
conditions in the Courts without avail, and 
finally, backed by the people's insistent demand 
for continuous and expeditious transportation 
and taking advantage of a most extraordinary 
and unpopular assertion of local authority, a 
move was made upon Congress to assert its 
constitutional power and assure to every rail- 
road in the Unted States the unhampered right 
to carry persons and property from one State 
to another and to connect with roads of. other 
States so as to form continuous lines of trans- 
portation. 

At the present time the circumstances out of 
which this appeal to Congress was successfully 
made seem almost incredible. New Jersey had 
granted a charter to the Camden and Amboy 
Railroad providing that during the life of the 
charter no other railroad should be constructed 
in the State to be used for the transportation 
of passengers and freight between Philadelphia 
and New York without the consent of the Cam- 
den and Amboy Company, and taxing every 
passenger passing through the State between 
those cities. During the Civil War, the Gov- 
ernment being under the necessity of moving 
troops from Philadelphia to New York and the 
Camden and Amboy Railroad not being able to 
handle the traffic, the Government was com- 
pelled to impress another railroad into its ser- 
vice. Subsequently—-- 

(To be continued) 








